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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 155 


[Abstract:] Asks information in reference to Mint using salt-petre. 


Office of John S. Fray & Co. 

Manufacturers of Spofford Bit Braces, Hollow-Handle Awl and Tool Sets 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

January 9, 1889 


The Superintendent of the U.S. Mint 
Philadelphia Pa. 


Dear Sir 


We have been informed that your use Salt Peter or Nitre to blue some of your work. Will 
you kindly oblige by informing us if you find any trouble from rusting after this process. That is 
does the nitre by entering the pores of the metal create a tendency to rust, and if so what is the 
best method of neutralizing this. 


Your reply will greatly oblige, 
Respectfully yours, 
John S. Fray & Co. 


